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Our work with EPIC-MRA will produce a statistically valid, stratified survey of voters in Michigan
regarding awareness of, and attitudes toward, the increasingly intense and coordinated efforts
to dictate the collection content of local public libraries.

  

In addition to measuring awareness and existing attitudes about the topic among a
representative sample of all voters statewide (850 voters will be surveyed), MLA is interested in
gauging what messages resonate for MLA and its members, to proactively and effectively
communicate our findings. Such messages would not only advocate the fundamental wisdom of
a library board’s objectivity toward the content of the materials in its collection but also measure
the level at which the voting public appreciates the inherent pitfalls allowing a group to
homogenize the marketplace of ideas and sources of thought contained in public libraries. The
messaging component will be a second phase of the work plan once the survey has been
tabulated and analyzed.

  

The 45-question survey document was finalized by a small group of MLA Board Members. The
15-minute phone survey will begin this week and will take approximately one week to complete.
In April we will disseminate a summary document for the state as well as for each of the 11
Cooperative regions.
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