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Objectives

● Apply best practices to design, assemble, and distribute Sticky 
Stories.

● Learn effective strategies for collaborating with partner 
organizations.

● Develop plans for funding, engaging volunteers, and creating 
assessment tools for similar projects.
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Once a librarian, always a librarian.





Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) Activity Sheets

flintliteracynetwork.org/geneseereads

http://flintliteracynetwork.org/geneseereads


The Challenge
Develop a resource caregivers can use at 
home to foster early literacy skills and 
family engagement.
● Interactive
● Non screen-based
● Pairs with books
● Encourages Talk, Read, Sing, Write, 

Play best practices
● Inexpensive
● Durable



What is a Sticky Story?
Inspired by library story time, felt stories, and early childhood education (ECE) manipulatives, 
Sticky Stories are interactive song and story mats fostering early literacy and family engagement.
 
Purpose: Sticky Stories combine storytelling, song, movement, and hands-on activities to create 
impactful Parent & Child Together Time (PACT) experiences.

Library Connection: Sticky Stories use library story time songs/rhymes, folktales, fairy tales, and 
fables. Can be paired with books and used in early literacy kits.

Flexibility: Adaptable to various community settings and cultural themes and can be inserted into 
another organization’s programming.

Low-cost: Relatively inexpensive at approximately $1.50 per story.



How Do Sticky Stories Foster Early Literacy?
Early Literacy Development 
● Vocabulary building: New words emerge through stories, songs, 

rhymes, and talking.
● Print awareness and motivation: Different fonts, size, color help 

children understand that print carries meaning.
● Sequencing: Children and caregivers retell and reorder story events 

with using sticky pieces.
● Fine-motor development: Placing and moving pieces supports hand 

strength and coordination



How Do Sticky Stories Foster Early Literacy?
Family Engagement
● Interactive Reading: Families read, talk, sing, and play together, strengthening 

language and connection.
● Modeling Literacy Behaviors: Grown-ups ask questions, explore vocabulary, 

and encourage storytelling.
● Conversation and turn-taking: Playful format invites dialogue and builds oral 

language skills.



How Do Sticky Stories Foster Early Literacy?
Cultural/Community Connection 
● Bilingual options: Stories in English and home languages support language 

development for both children and adults
● Representation: Characters and settings represent the diversity of families 

and communities.

Multi-Disciplinary Learning
● STEAM Integration: Stories and songs can include exploration of STEAM 

subjects: building, balance, measuring, etc.
● Nature exploration: Stories about seasons, nature, and animals spark curiosity 

about the natural world.









Sticky Story Product Testing: Phase 1











Copyright!
Opt for songs and stories that are considered public 
domain. Nursery rhymes, early childhood songs, 
folktales, and fables are great options that can be 
adapted to fit your needs.

● Consider using AI Tools to help you revise or 
customize content.



Design & Assemble
Design

● Canva
● Limit number of characters
● Add shape and outline around characters for easy 

cutting
● Add vocabulary word lists
● Add extension activities

Supplies needed for assembly:
● Laminator (5 mil thickness setting is ideal)
● Laminating sheets (3mil)
● Velcro dots/squares (¾ inch)
● Color printer

Leverage volunteers for assembly:
● Library volunteers
● Teen volunteers
● Great Start Collaborative Parent Meetings
● Partner Organization Volunteers
● Sticky Story Assembly parties



Distribute

● Community events
● Story time
● Early Literacy kits
● Partner Organization programs
● Meet Up & Eat Up programs



Sticky Story Product Testing: Phase 2







Strategies for Collaboration with Community Partners

Identify Potential Partners:
● Museums
● Nature Centers
● Early Childhood Centers
● Cultural organizations

Ask: 
● Do you have shared audiences?
● Does another organization serve a hard-to-reach 

audience?
● How can the library better support/insert literacy in a 

partner’s programs?

Collaborate: 
● Co-create content tailored to partner audiences
● Use partner organization volunteers for assembly
● Co-host community events featuring Sticky Stories



Assessing Impact: Caregiver Survey



Assessing Impact: Partner Organization Observation Tool



Success Stories & Community Partner Feedback
Success Stories:

● For-Mar Nature Preserve uses Sticky Stories with their nature-themed storytimes
● Uloma Immigrants’ House uses Sticky Stories in their family literacy programs

“Sticky Stories are useful for adding early literacy skills to our story time programs. The song or story's repetition, 
rhymes, and actions help build skills for decoding words, tracking, and writing. The activity is fun and relates to our 
program theme; sparking curiosity and conversation. It also demonstrates methods for practicing early literacy at 
home.” 

For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum

“The families who've received these song/story boards love them! They're interactive and allow for positive parent 
engagement revolving around literacy.” 

Great Start Collaborative Genesee



Funding

Potential Funding Sources:
● Library Friends Groups
● Local Rotary Clubs
● Community Foundations
● Great Start Collaborative



Questions?


