CHIPPEWA RIVER

NICTDIAT 1 IDD 73
LIS IINIU T LIDRNVART

MEt. Pleasant

[meet here

Description: Have you ever had a program evolve from something good into something
great? The Chippewa River District Library did when they partnered with Mt. Pleasant
Farmers’ Market to offer their patrons a free monthly cooking kit and supported
sustainable foods. Each Cook the Kit included everything needed to make a featured dish:
recipe, pantry ingredients, and a voucher to purchase farm-fresh produce ingredients while
at the farmers market. Cook the Kit was also sponsored in part by McLaren Health Plan.
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Share sample kit: Recipe, Ingredient List, Sign-Up, Ingredients, Stickers, Vouchers
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Family Bake Night
Cost Savings — Partnering with Certified Kitchen
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*  Promoting beyond our individual user groups
* Enjoyed by all socio-economic groups

*  Food security
Multi-generational participation

New participants each kit &5
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While the number of kits distributed to individuals/families was 550, we had an even
greater reach by sharing the recipe with all market shoppers and offering upwards of 120
samples of each Cook the Kit Recipe through the cooking demonstration at both Thursday
and Saturday markets.
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Supported eating local
& sustainable foods

One example of how we accomplished the goals of the Cook the Kit program was apparent
with the Baked Eggplant Recipe. Bill Kehoe from Udder Bliss Farm shared that he had
several shoppers express to him that prior to using the Cook the Kit vouchers they had
never tried eggplant before and were looking forward to preparing the recipe and tasting it.
Bill said the following week these same shoppers returned to his stand and commented
how they liked the eggplant. And to take it a step further they utilized their own money to
purchase eggplant from him again.



* Registration time frame
* Availability of produce
+ Kit assembly
* Tracking new participants /@71
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Registration filling up in approximately 12 hours.

With each recipe we were able to evaluate the program. One adaptation we made was to
shift the opening of pre-registration of the current recipe to three weeks prior. This update
allowed new individuals the opportunity to participate. Another lesson learned during the
Cook the Kit distribution process was that supply ran short for both Eggplant and Brussels
Sprouts. Shoppers were understanding and happy to be able to pick up the items their next
visit to the market as vouchers were redeemable all season.

Sponsor — MclLaren Health Plan wanting to know how many participants were new with
each kit. Tracking in place.

Staff Time — Assembling Kits, Green Tree packaging spices.

Unclaimed Kits — Phone Call Reminders, E-mail Reminder

Running out of ingredients, no longer available choose replacement update ingredient
listing
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today at 10:30 a.m.
FAMILY STORYTIME

«  Storytime @ park
+ Book Bike

« Live performers
Kids & Culture

[meet here]

League of Women Voter trivia questions in combination with Voices & Votes Democracy in
America Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street traveling exhibit, Michigan Humanities
Council



Thrilling Thursdays
Kids & Culture
Summer Reading Ciub Kick Off
Under the Big Top

Permanent Story Walk - coming soon
Teen Lock-in

International Games Week
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Andrea Graham

Chippewa River District Library
Family Proramming
agraham@crdl.org
989-773-3242 ext. 217

Carol Moody

Mt. Pleasant Parks & Recreation
Mt. Pleasant Farmers’ Market
cmoody@mt-pleasant.org
989-779-5330
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