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Beginnings




May 28, 2020: Statement Condemning Increased Violence

and Racism Towards Black Americans and People of
Color.pdf

Junel, 2020: GNCRT Affirms ALA Executive Board
Statement Standing with BCALA

June 9, 2020: GNCRT announces launch of collaborative
Black Lives Matter comics reading list with BCALA



https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Statement%20Condemning%20Increased%20Violence%20and%20Racism%20Towards%20Black%20Americans%20and%20People%20of%20Color.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Statement%20Condemning%20Increased%20Violence%20and%20Racism%20Towards%20Black%20Americans%20and%20People%20of%20Color.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Statement%20Condemning%20Increased%20Violence%20and%20Racism%20Towards%20Black%20Americans%20and%20People%20of%20Color.pdf
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt
https://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2020/06/bcala-and-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-collaborate-new-black-lives
https://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2020/06/bcala-and-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-collaborate-new-black-lives

Criteria for Inclusion in BCALA x GNCRT #BLM Comics Reading List

Title must be published sequential art, with one of more of the following elements:

Created by a Black storyteller

Displays empathy and respect for Black bodies

Introduces readers to Black art, people, history, organizations and communities
Represents Black experiences both domestically and throughout the world
Showcases a diversity of artistic mediums

Includes the lived experiences of Black people from all demographics
Reinforces Black stories of success, resistance, endurance and love

Employs a wide array of genres

Demonstrates an understanding of cultural nuance

Represents independent and non-traditional publishing

Includes stories of ancient Black civilizations as well as Black people’s continued existence in the future
Improves access to authentic Black stories for all patrons

Exposes Black creators to wider audiences

*Not all elements listed above are required for inclusion; to date, all titles included are in English
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#BLM Main List



BCALA x GNCRT:
Black Lives Matter

Black Literature
Matters - Comics
Reading List
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https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BCALA-x-GNCRT_-Black-Lives-Matter-final.pdf
https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BCALA-x-GNCRT_-Black-Lives-Matter-final.pdf
https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BCALA-x-GNCRT_-Black-Lives-Matter-final.pdf
https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BCALA-x-GNCRT_-Black-Lives-Matter-final.pdf
https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BCALA-x-GNCRT_-Black-Lives-Matter-final.pdf

BCALA x GNCRT: BLACK LWES MATTER

BLACK LITERATURE MATTERS - COMICS READING LIST

Artby
Crystal
Chen

Children’s Comics,
Graphic Novels &
Picture Books

The Adventures of
Sparrowboy

by Brian Pinkney

A paperdoy ciscovess he has
superpowers like his Nero Faiconman
Ages 05

Black Heroes of the Wild
West: Featuring Stagecoach
Mary, Bass Reeves, and Bob
Lemmons

by Jamss Ofia Smith

Introduction by Kadir Nelson

‘This nonfiction graphic novel brings
ife the tales of three Afican Amencan
Pistorical figures who made an impact
00 the Wesim expansion of the United
States ang were known for Merr
SUCC2SS 35 3 SWIgECoach driver, deputy
marshal, and horseman.

Agss 812

The Crossover (Graphic
Novel)

by Kwame Alexander

Art by Dawud Anyabwile

Agaptec Fom the Neabery
award-winning novel in verse, Tiis
coming-oi-age story features twin
Dromers 3nd their relationships 1o each
other, 10 their father, 3nd 10 basketdal
Ages 9-12

Dream Big, Littie One

by Vashti Harrison

This beaushully ilusirated bosad book
edifion o instant besiseller Lize
Leaders: Boid Women in Black History
showcases eighteen women who
changed Me world and s the persect
goodnight Dook 10 inspire big dreams.
Ages 03

The Little Rock Nine and the
Fight for Equal Education

by Gary Jefirey

Artby Nana Li

“This graphic nonfiction sollows e
Airican Amencan students chosen
integrate 3 high scnool in Litte Rock,
Arkansas, ater the U.S. Supreme Coutt
SINICK GOWN SCNOO! Segregaton.

Ages 912

New Kid

by Jerry Craft

Vihen seventh-grader Jordan Sanks
starts attending 3 private school Tt is
peimariy white, ne has to leam how o
NIGate MICO3ggressions, tokenism,
3 not étting in. New Kid won e
Coreza Scott King Award (2020} and is
the first graphic novel 1o win e
Neatery Medal Award (2020).

Ages 912

Shortcut

by Donald Crews

Agroup of chidren encounter 3 freight
train after taking 3 shortcut on the:
fracks.

Bessie Stringfield: Tales of
the Talented Tenth, No. 2

by Josl Chriatian Gill

Imagine 3 five-500t-wo-nch-all woman
1iding 3 MOWICTYCE Sight times across
the continental United States. Now
imagne she is Biack and is pumeying
361055 e country in the pre-Cl
Rights era of the 13305 and"40s.

Ages 912

Art by Theodors Taylor il
The beginnings of hip hop in Me 15705
and 19805 is invoduced through s
biography of DJ Kool Herc, staring on
the isiand of Jamaica and moving tothe:
Bronx, NY.

Ages 610

Woke Baby

by Mahogany Browne

Art by Theodore Taylor il

Woke badies are up early. Woke babies
raise mer fists in me air.
cry out for justice. Woke babies grow
up % change e workd. This lyrical ana
empowenng book s botn 3 celebraion
of what it mans 1o be a baby and what
it means 1 be woke. Vith bight, playful
an, Woke Baby is an anthem of hope in
3 workd where the only limit 10 3
skyscraper is mose blue.

Ages 08

Young Adult
Comics & Graphic
Novels

Aya: Life in Yop City

by Margusrite Aboust

Art by Clément Oubrarie

Transiated by Heige Dascher

Aya and her ffiencs navigate the paths
of womanhood vailable to em in the
Ivory Coast during the iate 19705,
Coflects vokmes 13,

(NYPL
Librarian &
Community
Admin at We

Black History in Its Own
Words

by Ronaid Wimbsriy

Siack history 25 tid Troagh
om e Black men 3nd women
Who shaped and mace it

Black Panther & the Crew:
We Are the Streets

by Ta-Nehisi Coates and Yona
Harvey

Art by Bulch Guice

The death of 3 Harlem acivist Kicks off
a3 mystery 3t will reveal surprising new
secrets about the Marve! Universe's
past—and set the stage for 3 uge
story in the near future! _ Fear, hate
and violence loom, but ot worry, The
Crew's got this: Thiey are the streets.

Colorblind: A Story of
Racism

by Johnathan Harris

Art by Donald Hudson and Fahriza
Kamapura

Twins

by Varian Johnson

‘Art by Shannon Wiright
Best ¥iends and twin sisters, Mawreen
and Francine Carter stant 1o grow apan
when they enter the 67 grade
Ages 812

Bingo Love

by Tee Frankiin

Art by Jenn $t-Onge and Joy San
Two young women meet at church
bingo in 1963 and fallin love. They are
forcad apart and both mary men
Decades iater, Mey meet again at
Church Bingo and rekindle their
romance.

Afitzeny Affican Amencan boy
relays Nis experiences witn racism and
the lessons he leamed in Tis
autodiographical story.


https://www.wehere.space/
https://www.wehere.space/
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Black Ll\{es Matter, N 11T
Black Literature Q GNCRT

Matters - Comics ty SR G HiC NOVELS & CowcS
Reading List 2022 D g



https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt/black-lives-matter-black-literature-matters-comics-reading-list
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt/black-lives-matter-black-literature-matters-comics-reading-list
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt/black-lives-matter-black-literature-matters-comics-reading-list
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt/black-lives-matter-black-literature-matters-comics-reading-list

Image Source:
https://thenoisylibrarian files.wordpress.com/2021/05,

GRAPHIC
NOVELS ARE
REAL BOOKS

'
Taking in both image and text at one and
them t ing

uses both sides of the brain and develops
neural connections that reading text
alone does not. The reading
process is deeper and more
complex.

Visual literacy is necessary
tonavigate today's digital
world and is an essential
skill in the 21" century
workplace.

VERBAL \MOTIVATION
LITERACY [ ™ .

A Scholastic Corp. study
found that middle and high
school students who are given
the opportunity to choose the
books they read are more
likely to develop the habit
of reading for fun.

Research shows that viewing pictures
along with a story activates the language
center of the brain more than just reading
does, and images help readers infer

the meaning of unfamiliar words.
Sequential art helps students
develop linear thinking skills.



https://thenoisylibrarian.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/graphic-novels-are-real-books.jpeg
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Webinars



Black Lives Matter: Comics as a Powerful Lens
for Social Justice

September 23, 2020


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4VeeyKKniE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4VeeyKKniE

GNCRT X BCALA Panel - Black Lives Matter

Comics Readlng Llst (ALA MW Virtual 2021)

January 25, 2020


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgKMzjjYxac&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgKMzjjYxac&t=4s

Black Future Month: featuring Jerry Craft &
Ariell Johnson

February 10, 2021


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xyo9LIyr6o0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xyo9LIyr6o0

Infinitum and Beyond featuring Tim Fielder

June 24, 2021



o S o e e e

National Conference of African American
Librarians 2021 (virtual)

ibrary
Association

11TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE AL AAmeﬂcan

OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBRARIANS

July 31,2021



A Hero's Heart: Girl Power as Imagined by
Eve L. Ewing

January 24, 2022



04
Themed Lists



Thematic Lists

S S
" SACRIFICE
ODARKNESS


https://www.bcala.org/wp-content/themes/blackc/pdf/BCALA_and_GNCRT_Afrofuturism_list.pdf
https://www.bcala.org/bcala-and-the-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-supplemental-reading-lists
https://www.bcala.org/bcala-and-the-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-good-trouble
https://www.bcala.org/bcala-and-the-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-fantasy-and-horror
https://www.bcala.org/bcala-and-the-ala-graphic-novels-and-comics-round-table-greenwood-avenue

y

On GNCRT Site

GRAPHIC NOVELS & COMICS

ROUND TABLE

'HIC NOVELS & COl

My Account ALA ALA Websites Job Board GiveALA

CS ROUND TABLE

About GNCRT Getinvolved Publications Resources and Toolkits

Professional Development GNCRT Panels and Programming

ALA > RT > GNCRT Round Table

GNCRT

© About GNCRT
© Get Involved
© Publications

© Professional Development

Resources and Toolkits

Best Graphic Novels Reading
Lists

© BCALA and GNCRT
Collaboration: Black Lives
Matter, Black Literature
Matters

Black Lives Matter, Black
Literature Matters - Comics
Reading List

BCALA and the ALA
Graphic Novels and
Comics Round Table
Supplemental Reading
Lists

Guide to Reading Library
Comics at Home

Social Justice & Comics
Reading Lists

Email % ‘ Print 14 \ cite (& ‘ Share This Page (3

Join ALA

GNCRT Swag

Renew

Login

Q

BCALA and GNCRT Collaboration: Black Lives Matter, Black Literature Matters

BCALA x GNCRT: Black Lives Matter Black Literature Matters - Comics Reading List
About the Project

As the next iteration of our ongoing collaboration between the
Black Caucus of the American Library Association (BCALA),
and the Graphic Novels & Comics Round Table of the American
Library Association (GNCRT), we are launching an updated
version of our Black Lives Matter comics reading list with a
focus on Black Literature. Black Lives Matter, Black Literature
Matters.

This list of 50 comics titles for Juvenile, Teen (YA), and Adult
audiences is centered on Black creators, Black stories, and
Black histories for all ages. This list includes many titles from
our earlier comics list, while adding others. The goal of this list
is not to be a prescriptive spectrum of all the subject or format
content out there in the landscape of Black stories or comics.
Rather, this is a step, another step, towards building collections
and conversations that spark hope, demand justice, address
erasure, and agitate for learning - using both sides of our brains
through words and pictures. Because when ‘Black lives are
lost, Black stories are lost’ (Stacey Robinson).




On BCALA Site

BOOKLISTS

BCALA and the ALA Graphic Novels and Comics Round Table: Supplemental Reading Lists

BCALA and the ALA Graphic Novels and Comics Round Table: Afrofuturism
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What's Next



e Teen Art Contest: Stay tuned!
e Thematic lists:

o LGBTQ2IA+

o Black Women Creators
e Whatelse?






South Africa
Diversity
Overcoming wildfires




Here is a newsletter that contains
much of the information we
discussed during today’s session.

BCALA x GNCRT
Presents:

Comics and Graphic Novels

The Why
‘What began as an idea for a reading list led to something very powerful.
Looking for
of comic and n icn

rs
vels that presented nuanced e amo\ of the Black experience, as well as creations that included
1 cks as primary chara and artists (writers, illustrators, etc.).

Our ideas became tribbles and each conversation
and meeting doubled and tripled in ideas. Our partnership morphed from what:ifs to let's do.

https:/www.smore.com/uvk7/z



https://www.smore.com/uvk7z

Do you have any
questions?

Black Caucus of the American Library
Association

ALA Graphic Novels & Comics Round
Table

Thank

CREDITS: This presentation
template was created by Slidesgo,
including icons by Flaticon, and
infographics & images by Freepik
and illustrations by Stories.

Please keep this slide for
attribution.



http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://stories.freepik.com/
https://www.bcala.org/
https://www.bcala.org/
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt
https://www.ala.org/rt/gncrt

