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Michigan Library Association 

01<1t:tN -A meeting to orgamze a Li­
brary Association was held in Detroit, 
September 1, 1891, in response to a call 
sent out by several librarians in the state. 
About forty persons were present, twenty­
nine of them actively engaged in library 
work, and a number of the others trustees 
of libraries. A good degree of enthltsi­
asm pervaded the meeting; a simple con­
stitution was adopted, and officers for one 
year were elected. The growth and influ­
ence of the association have been steadily 
increasing ever since. 

OBJECT-The object of the association 
is to advance library interests in the state. 
This is accomplished in a number of ways. 
I. Meetings are held in different towns,
and the presence of an organized, enthu­
siastic body calls attention to the work to
be accomplished by libraries. II. Ques­
tions of library management and economy
are discussed, and the interchange of 
experience and ideas is beneficial to all 
employed in library work. III. At each
meeting, several hours are devoted to vis­
iting a library, and studying the methods 



in use. IV. Trustees, library committees 
and all persons interested in libraries are 
welcomed as members, �nd the needs of 
library work from t)1e standpoint of the 
reader are considered. 

CONS1'ITUTION. 

I. Name. 
The name of this association 1,hall be 

the Michigan Library Association. 
II. Object.

Its object shall be to promote the library 
interests of the state of Michigan. 

III. A/embers. 
Any person interested in advancing its 

object may become a member of this asso­
ciation by vote of the Executive Board 
and payment to the Treasurer of the 
annual assessment. 

IV. Ojjieers.
The officers of the association shall con­

sist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, 
· a SecrP.tary and a Treasurer. who sha,ll
be elected by ballot at the annual meeting, 
and who shall constitute the Executive
Board, vyhich ;;hall have power to act for
the association in intervals between its
meetings.

V. Meeting •.
There shall be one or more meetings 

e�.ch year, the time and ,place of which 

shall be fixed by the association or oy the 
executive board, and ample notice of such 
time and place shall be furnished to each 
1ne111ber. 

VI. lJ,Les 1111d Debts. 
The annual assessment shall be fifty 

cents. No officer, con+mittee, or member 
of the association shall incur any expense 
in its name, nor shall the 'l'reasurer make 
any payment from its funds, unless 
authorized so to do by vote of the exec­
utive board. 

VII. Amendmeiit•.
This constitution may be amended at 

any meeting, notice of the proposed 
change having been previously furnished 
each member in the call for the meeting. 

MEE1'1:-;cs. The meetings held and the 
subjects discussed have been as follows: 
1891. Detroit. 

Methods or ci,ring for pampnlets. Mrs. Miner. 
Special classes in history, literature and botany 

:,t the Coldwater library. . . . . Miss Eddy. 
Changing a fl.xed-locatlon system of classlttcat!on 

to the decimal method without closing the 
library. Mis� Cochrane. 

Selecting books tor purchase. Miss Ball. 
Publlc libraries and public schoolS. Mr. Morgan. 
Ethics of the library profession. Miss Waldo. 
University extension. . Mrs. Calllotm, 

· Libraries ,mcl uniYerslty extension teaching. 
Mrs. Pa.rsons. 
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