
Before we start, Turn and Talk!
● What types of interactions do you have with school personal 

on a regular basis in your library?  
● What types of resources are they seeking from your library?  
● Who in the schools can you collaborate with? (School 

librarian, reading specialist, literacy coach, teacher)
● What are students and parents seeking from you in the 

library? 
● Who can you work with in your community in addition to the 

schools? (Great Start, After school programs)
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1. Articulate and understand the Read by Grade 
Three Law to support young learners, families 
and stakeholders

2. Demonstrate how Every Child Ready to Read 
training and resources fit MDE’s Early Literacy 
Essentials;

3. Learn how MeL.org and other resources support 
Read by Grade Three programming and 
outreach.

Today’s Goals:

Michigan Department of 
Education’s Vision

Every learner in Michigan’s public schools will have 
an inspiring, engaging, and caring learning 

environment that fosters creative and critical 
thinkers who believe in their ability to positively 

influence Michigan and the world beyond.



State of Michigan Snapshot

➢ 4th grade reading 
scores (2015) 
Michigan ranks          
46th in the Nation

State of Michigan Snapshot

School Librarians in Michigan
yet...

Quick Q: 
What is the current % 

loss of school librarians 
in MI?

Read by Grade Three Law Components 

Read by Grade Three FAQ: https://bit.ly/2gyAZxY 

➢ Assessments
➢ Researched-based instruction and Intervention
➢ Reading Improvement Plans
➢ Family Engagement
➢ Summer Reading 
➢ Essential School-Wide and Center-Wide Practices in 

Literacy 

https://www.slj.com/2018/03/research/perfect-storm-impacts-school-librarian-numbers/#_
https://bit.ly/2gyAZxY


Understanding Individualized Reading 
Improvement Plan (IRIP) Terms

● Phonemic awareness- the ability to hear and distinguish sounds
● Phonics – the ability to understand the relationship between letters 

and the sounds they represent
● Fluency – the ability to read with sufficient speed, accuracy, and 

expression to support understanding
● Comprehension – the ability to understand and draw meaning from 

the text
● Vocabulary – the student’s knowledge of, and memory 

for, word meanings

Let’s compare ECRR to the Essentials:

● Talk and ask question as 
about the book as you read 
together

● Sing and use rhymes with 
children

● Read books aloud and point 
out text everywhere you go

● Write stories, draw, and 
trace letters with your child

● Play using puppets or objects 
to retell a story

1. Intentional use of literacy artifacts in dramatic 
play and throughout the classroom.

2. Read aloud with reference to print.
3. Interactive read aloud with a comprehension 

and vocabulary focus.
4. Play with sounds inside words.
5. Brief, clear, explicit instruction in letter names, 

the sound(s) associated with the letters, and 
how letters are shaped and formed.

6. Interactions around writing.
7. Extended conversation.
8. Provision of abundant reading material in the 

classroom.
9. Ongoing observation and assessment of 

children’s language and literacy development 
that informs their education.

10. Collaboration with families in promoting 
literacy. 

*PreKindergarten

http://literacyessentials.org/


Let’s Brainstorm: How can the 5 Practices 
of ECRR continue to support families & 
caregivers coming to libraries, when it comes 
to Michigan’s Early Literacy Essentials?

★ Storytime?
★ Outreach?
★ Modeling?
★ Resources? 
★ Digital literacy?

Using MeL.org as an
Early Literacy Resource

● Follow Trek and Taffy the cat around the world learning about 
colors, numbers and other fun activities.

● Strengthen reading foundations with stories, activities, and 
videos.

● Explore the “Know It” encyclopedia designed especially for 
young readers.

● Curriculum Correlations specifically for Michigan offered in 
“For Educators” section.

PreK - 
3rd

Find the complete list of 
downloadable materials 
here: 
http://www.worldbookon
line.com/training/ewol/a
ssets/Downloads_On_E
WOL.xls 

http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls


● Know It contains fun information on 
non-fiction topics broken into age-appropriate 
and exciting categories.

● Trek’s Travels feature 
narration and 
word-by-word 
highlighting.

● Welcome to Reading 
provides leveled reading 
practice to develop 
reading skills and 
incorporates The Lexile 
Framework For Reading.

● Play features a collection of educational games that 
complement the stories and topics featured in Early World of 
Learning.

● Classics hosts the “Story Corner,” “Nursery Rhymes,” and 
“Songs” sections designed for the very young learner, great for 
storytime or at home use.

http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106
http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106
http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106


● Early World of Learning offers 
children access to more than 230 
videos that correspond with the 
different themes found within the 
database.

● These videos build upon core 
background knowledge by 
incorporating real-world examples of 
themes, topics, and objects found 
within the Read section.

Find the complete list of downloadable materials here: 
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls 
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Grades 

Pre K - 2

http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106
http://www.worldbookonline.com/training/ewol/assets/Downloads_On_EWOL.xls
http://worldbookonline.com/ewol/home?subacct=O6106
http://www.galesupport.com/migeoipcheck/migeoipcheck-brit.php?database=BRLEARNZONE


PreK – 2nd /3rd grade 

● Activities for young 
learners

● Teaches concepts 
such as time, 
sounds, numbers, 
shapes, and words

Explore

Includes 
online 
videos from 
around the 
world 

Options

    Play  
has 
interactive 
games to 
teach early 
childhood 
concepts

Options



Read 

includes 
read-along 
and 
vocabulary 
building 
activities

Options

Draw 

allows 
children to 
copy a 
drawing or 
create 
their own

Options

Additional Resources: Just Right Books 
● Guided Reading Levels

○ Letters A-ZZ
○ Tools to help

■ Catalog Vendor may have a leveling option to add to your 
circulation system.

■ Scholastic Book Wizard: 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/ 

■ 5 Finger Rule: 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/selecting-books-your-
child-finding-just-right-books 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/selecting-books-your-child-finding-just-right-books
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/selecting-books-your-child-finding-just-right-books


Resources Continued…
● ReadAloud.org - “a non-profit based in MI that is working to make 

reading aloud every day for at least 15 minutes the new standard in 

child care.”

● Edupaths.org - Professional Development for Educators 

○ Essential Coaching Practices

○ Early Childhood Courses

● MDE’s Early Literacy & Benchmark Assessments (K-2)

○ Michigan’s Requirements for Assessing Learners in Early 

Elementary Grades

● LearningExpress on MeL: School Center, Elementary-High School

● Check out Early Literacy resources from the Library Science 

Collection at the Library for Michigan, supported in part by the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services.

   Build book lists around 
   the IRIP categories

Things to Think About:

After school book 
clubs that focus in on 
specific reading 
strategies.

Programming 
Newsletter for parent 
engagement and 
reading improvement. 

      Action Items

Action Items
Use the post-it to identify one thing you will 

take back to your library from today’s session.

https://www.edupaths.org/Pathways/Search?SearchString=Essential+Coaching
https://www.edupaths.org/Pathways/Courses/14
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_63192---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_Benchmark_Assessment_Overview_Final_11.1.17_ada_605060_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_Benchmark_Assessment_Overview_Final_11.1.17_ada_605060_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/0,2351,7-160-18668_87056---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/0,2351,7-160-18668_87056---,00.html
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