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Hello!

Editor at Book Riot (bookriot.com)
Author/Editor of 3 YA anthologies

Former lllinois + Wisconsin public librarian
2024 Library Journal Mover & Shaker

Chicagoan of the Year in 2022 and
Publishers Weekly Person of the Year in 2022 for
anti-censorship work
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Banning Books Is a
United States Tradition

e Thomas Morton's New English Canaan in 1637
critiqued the Puritan government and presented
Native People as human.

e Significant book banning during the Civil War, with
titles like Uncle Tom’s Cabin frequently targeted.

e Post Civil War, the rise of groups like the United
Daughters of the Confederacy exerted authority

over the content of curriculum and books in schools.

The First Amendment was ratified in December 1791.
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Ulysses by James Joyce Banned

“Nausicaa” Serialized Obscenity Charges Filed

The “Nausicaa” episode of Ulysses was The New York Society for the Suppression of
serialized in the April 1920 American literary Vice files a lawsuit against the (queer
journal The Little Review. female) editors of The Little Review for

publishing what they deemed obscenity.

United States v. One Book

UlysseS On Trial Called Ulysses

In 1921, the editors were put on trial for Random House had the rights to the full
publishing the serialization. The three book and tested legal precedent in 1933.
judges deemed the book “obscene” based The test led to the courts, where the book
on legal precedent and in violation of the was deemed not obscene...twice! It also

Comstock Act. opened the door to redefining “obscenity.”




A Detour to 1930s Germany

German nationalists began to burn books they
deemed “un-German.” By the end of the Second
World War, Nazis burned upwards of 100 million
books across Europe.

Maybe these sound familiar?

e Marxist, communist, pacifist literature

e LGBTQ+ books (often labeled “pornography”
or “explicit”)

e Jewish literature

e Any historical writing that does not exalt the
German people and culture

e ‘“Liberal” and “democratic” themes

e Writing about sex or sexuality that isn't about
advancing the German race



The American Red Scare

e A moral panic over communism infiltrating the
United States and its government

e Senator Joseph McCarthy identified communist
sympathizers and deemed their work and influence
be suppressed

e Overseas libraries were a target of McCarthyism and
the State Department demanded these libraries
remove materials deemed “UnAmerican”-some
libraries even burned them.

Fahrenheit 451 was written in response to the Red Scare.



Also In The 1950s

What
PARENTS
The Freedom to Read don't know
: : about
The American Library
Association publishes their

COMIC

The parent who shrugs and says his

Freedom to Read statement in
1953 amid widespread
censorship.

Comics Under Attack ¢ = N N E

The late 1940s through the
1950s saw the rise of censors
targeting comics out of fear that
they contributed to juvenile
delinquency.

Frederic Wertham and Seduction
of the Innocent.




Creating Laws & Codifying Definitions

Roth (1957) to Miller (1973)

Roth v. United States (1957) and Miller v.
California (1973) established a definition
and test for “obscenity.”

Board of Education, Island Trees Union
Free School District No. 26 v. Pico (1982)

Slaughterhouse Five is among several books
banned in Island Trees High School in New
York for being “anti-American,
anti-Christian, and just plain filthy.” This led
to a divided Supreme Court decision that
narrowly stated student First Amendment
Rights were violated by the removals




Onto the 1980s, 1990s, & Early 2000s

e The first Banned Books Week held in 1982.

e In 1991, Daddy’s Roommate was one of the first
books written for children depicting LGBTQ+
people positively. It was challenged and banned
in public and school libraries nationwide. Daddy’s
Roommate was the second most challenged book
between 1990 and 1999.

e The publication of Harry Potter in 1997 led to
challenges and bans over its depiction of themes
related to the occult, satanism, and anti-family
messaging. Harry Potter was the most challenged
book from 2000-2009 according to the ALA.

e The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and
rise in comics-including their inclusion in
libraries-led to challenges in the mid/late OOs.



The First Amendment

e The First Amendment provides that censorship is a
violation of the freedom of speech.

e The only types of speech not protected by the First
Amendment is imminent threats, obscenity,
defamation, and words meant to incite violence.

e The First Amendment only protects government
speech. It does not apply to private businesses or
entities-that's why banning books in public libraries
or public schools is censorship. Those are
government entities.

e Growth in online forums raises some questions
about freedom of speech-we know accounts like
LibsofTikTok incite violence, but that speech is also
not limited.

A key question is whether or not materials purchased for
libraries constitutes government speech.
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Puritanical Values

The thread through historical & contemporary
book censorship

o
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‘Thls 1S not a book ban

y, we're not banning books,” said Light. “Stop saying we 're banning books

“First of all, I'd like to sa
We’'re not banning any books.
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In the 2020s




First: Definitions

Book Challenge: A formal complaint filed Book censorship is composed of four
by an individual or group about a actions:
particular book. Challenges can lead to

bans, but (thankfully!) most do not. e Redaction
e Relocation
e Restriction
Censorship: The broad term for e Removal — AKA: a book ban

suppression, erasure, or removal of any
parts of a book, movie, play, or other
work deemed “inappropriate,” offensive,
or politically unacceptable.




Book Bans are off the charts  [5]

Book bans recorded per school year, July 1, 2021-June 30, 2024
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January 1- August 31, 2024

And...

ATTEMPTS TO CENSOR
. . LIBRARY MATERIALS
The American Library AND SERVICES
Association’s data, which 65\'&&:{,‘.’;3,'3553.‘35& January 1- August 31, 2024

comes from reports they
receive and news they
find and record.

TARGETED FOR CENSORSHIP
OFFICE FOR
4 ) Intellectual Freedom
American Library Assockation
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Three Key Phrases

Books by or about people of color, as well as history
by or about people of color.

LGBTQ+ books and content, as well as puberty books,
anatomy books, and books about sexuality.

A catch-all including mental health, climate change,

and other books deemed
“inappropriate”/“indoctrination”




Why Books? Why Now?

eopen the schools” shifted to anti-masking debates shifted to
nti-vaccination debates led to “parental rights”

Post 2020 election, right-wing groups found ways to give their
voice—and money—to censorship efforts

Ongoing rhetoric around “Marxist” “government” schools meant to
destabilize public institutions, with an end goal of public funding for
private education.

Books are a very easy tool because they require time and effort to reac
and cherry-picking passages as evidence can appear good enough
evidence. Create panic --> gain power --> own the outrage cycle

Christopher F. Rufo < @re Mar 15, 2021 -+
We have successfully frozen their brand—"critical

race theory"—into the public conversation and are
steadily driving up negative perceptions. We will
eventually turn it toxic, as we put all of the various
cultural insanities under that brand category.

9 Christopher F. Rufo
realchrisrufo

Replying to

The goal is to have the public read
something crazy in the newspaper and
immediately think "critical race
theory." We have decodified the term
and will recodify it to annex the entire
range of cultural constructions that
are unpopular with Americans.

3:17 PM - Mar 15, 2021 - Twitter Web App

66 Retweets 193 Quote Tweets 522 Likes

~—


https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-inquiry/how-a-conservative-activist-invented-the-conflict-over-critical-race-theory

Framing the Outrage

W

«“No Naughty Books” Transphobia
iigiissathled “Unmask Our “My Body, My “Ban CRT” LT “Saf
Schools” Kids” Choice” o= | ”

_— s @

“Health Freedom” “Curriculum Transparency”

“Parents’ Rights” / “Set —
“School Privatization”

Framing the Policy -



https://www.notion.so/Rage-Inside-the-Machine-ef5c09ef5739418aa0014488ff1a3c43

How do these emerging themes function

together?

They Create a Wedge

The focus on opposition to pandemic-
mitigation responses and on “banning
CRT” serves to divide communities
(Teachers, Students, Boards;
Hospitals, Healthcare Workers). In
general, it serves simply to generate
outrage, fear and division.

They Mobilize the Base

This multi-pronged focus also serves to
activate conservative voters, getting
them to take action at a local level
(petitions, speaking at school board
meetings, posting on social media,
etc.). It organizes the base. This will be
tapped into at election time.

| |\

“Take Back Control”

The opposition to CRT and
masks/etc. taps into a Brexit-like
populist theme about “taking
back control” from elites -
bureaucrats, teachers,
academics, media, etc. It
functions as the “politics of
grievance”, distracting people
from real issues.

They Serve as Building

Block Issues

Issues such as “banning CRT”,
“parental rights” and “health freedom”
combine not only with each other but
with other libertarian/anti-government
views and values. CRT, in particular, is
unique in being so loosely defined and
poorly understood that any manner of
things can be included in the concept
(“Marxism”, “Communism”,
“Indoctrination”).

They Damage Public

Schools
When organizers and promoters
generate outrage around these topics
they are prompting some parents (and
students) to leave public schools for
private “charter” schools. There is also
the issue of the “closing of American
minds” by making some topics off
limits.



https://www.notion.so/Rage-Inside-the-Machine-ef5c09ef5739418aa0014488ff1a3c43

The end goal is
destabilizing &
defunding public
institutions like
schools and
libraries

Of Note

Book banners
insist they aren't
banning books and
continue to
change their
definition to suit
their goals.

'{

Book banning is
extremely
unpopular-but
more on that soon



Of Note

Libraries already have policies
regarding the collection and
allow patrons to challenge
materials-that's also a First
Amendment right.

‘. /

Public libraries are
not parents;
parents are!



“We're Not Banning Boo

Are you trying to get these books banned?

We do not support "banning’ books. First and foremost, our mission is to inform parents on what is in these books being
made available to children in schools. Parents can use this information to provide the proper guidance to children
reading any of these books. Parents can also use this information to individually, or through groups representing their
interests, engage with school boards to determine what works should be made available to their children while under
the custodial care of their schools. We fully support both of these use cases, though we are not directly engaged in the
latter. Any books that may be excluded from school libraries would still be available in public libraries or in stores for
interested students to procure with parental consent.

End Wokeness &

@EndWokeness
Barnes and Noble just created a Banned Book section and is pushing
LGBTQ+ propaganda on kids.

Stop giving money to these sick people.

NOTICE: NEW POLICY

Due to the new “Collection Development and Management
Policy” enacted by the Sumner County Library Bourq on
November 22, 2023, without guardian supervision, minors
may only access the Children’s area. Minors may access
the rest of the Library when accompanied by a guardian.
The Policy is available for review at the Circulation Desk.

Please note, a Library. Permission Form for Mjnor§
may be completed by Library Patrons w!th
Minors to allow access to full Library services.

Batiies
S Vatiies .
‘&!\oblc..lr. .

12:15 AM - Dec 11,2023 - 525.2K Views

O 663 12 19K Q 81K R 208 hie)

@ Post your reply

Marc % @ @gopher marc - Dec 11
When they say “we're coming for your kids” they aren't kidding. Boycott
these companies like Barnes and Noble.

@ itsnotabookban.com T adh % r] @ &6 »0
» | §

Are You Being Told This Is An Attack
on 'To Kill A Mockingbird'?

Are You Hearing Others Being
Called "Book Banners"?

You Should Be Upset...



/ What Else?

Death of Local News

70 million people live in the 200 counties
without a paper or the 1,630 counties with
only one paper.

The largest 10 chains of news owners now
own more than half the daily newspapers
still remaining. As of 2022, 545 digital-only
news sites, most employing 6 or fewer
reporters. Most are in urban areas.

Algorithms

What happens when people engage with
content online? They see more of the same.
Bait people with outrageous claims and
they'll continue to see and engage with it.

Mis-, Dis-, Mal- Informati

Misinformation: Incorrect, misleading,
not intentional

Disinformation: Purposefully incorrect or
misleading

Malinformation: Close enough to feel true
but meant to do harm

Down Ballot + The Long Game

Down ballot measures and candidates tend
to not get much attention, and the long
game of extremism is to take advantage of
that.



How Do Adults Get Their News?

Online, most turn to news websites except for the
youngest, who are more likely to use social media

% of U.S. adults who get news often from ...

= News websites or apps mSearch mSocial media Podcasts

42%

28%28%

Ages 18-29 30-49 50-64 65+

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Aug. 31-Sept. 7, 2020.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER



https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/01/12/more-than-eight-in-ten-americans-get-news-from-digital-devices/

An Example

Moms for Liberty &
@Moms4Liberty
Looks like the cubs are unscathed.

Good job Mama.

THE MAMA BEAR

f\
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6:45 PM - Sep 11, 2023 - 130.7K Views
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An Example

. Clay Bennett
@BennettCartoons
9/8/2023- The Mama Bear #MomsforLiberty #MamaBear
tinyurl.com/4ha9cyvz

THE MAMA BEAR

6:00 PM - Sep 7,2023 - 8,098 Views i

QO 26 1 87 Q 242 | [ 2,
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Moms For Liberty

e “Biggest” players in the book banning
game

e 200 chapters, 40 states, 100,000+
members

e Operate on the county level

e Creators and curators of BookLooks.org
(formerly booklook.info)

Michigan chapters in Emmet, Grand Traverse,
Midland, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Wayne,

Washtenaw, Monroe, and Branch counties B %




Moms For Liberty

It only takes 10 “liberty minded”
people to form a chapter.

No requirements for a chapter
other than to show up for
meetings.

Active omission of information
fuels their success

Their review system, BookLooks,
is entering school systems
nationwide & actively cited by
media as thought it is a legitimate
review source.

Do you perform the full "Miller Test" for obscentiy for each work?

We are not determining if a work, as a whole, is obscene, per the legal definition. Our rating system gives a
recommendation for the level of parental guidance or action based on the work as a whole. Suffice it to say, most works
we rate as "No Minors" (4) or "Aberrant Content" (5) would likely be considered obscene by most standards, but that is not
what we are determining.

Some astute critics have opined on the fact our definition for ‘obscene” mirrors the definition from the Miller test but
leaves out the wording "taken as a whole! This is because we are only applying the word "obscene" to instances
contained within the work (evaluated in context), not the work as a whole. Again, our rating system is not evaluating
obscenity (in the legal sense) for the overall work. This should not be misunderstood to construe that we do not evaluate
the work as a whole when we assign a rating- we most assuredly do.

TLDR: We do everything one would do to perform a Miller test, evaluating all ‘'obscene” instances in context and taking
the work as a whole. We don't make a determination of the legal "obscenity" status of the work as a whole because
lawyers are expensive. We do make a determination of where the work as a whole (with everything evaluated in
context) lands in our rating scale. We also offer our opinion that anything with a 4 or 5 on our scale would likely be
determined to be "obscene" in the eyes of the law.



BooklLooks.org

e "Review” database used to distribute biased

Ass

9

information about “inappropriate” books.

Bitch

10

Clit

Cock

Cunt

e Uses“UBC" ratings which amounts to

Dick

Dyke

counting curse words, “sexual” scenes,

Fag

religious beliefs

Fuck

Goddamn

Piss

Pussy

e Group insists that it is not theirs, but the

Queer

Shit

- N
g ENEE NI OV e N Y - DN R S

receipts are there.

The naughty word count from Roxane Gay's “Not That Bad: Dispatches from
Rape Culture.” It's rated 4, meaning no one under 18 should access it.



Rating | Title
Lucky Alice Sebold
Push Sapphire
Sold Patricia McCormick
TRIANGLES Ellen Hopkins
Tricks Ellen Hopkins
YOU: A NOVEL Caroline Kepnes

SEX PLUS: LEARNING, LOVING, AND ENJOYING YOUR BODY

Laci Green

SEX IS A FUNNY WORD

Cory Silverberg and Fiona Smyth

BREATHLESS

Jennifer Niven

A COURT OF MIST AND FURY

Sarah J. Maas

A Court of Silver Flames

Sarah J. Maas

BREATHLESS Jennifer Niven
Crank Ellen Hopkins
Damsel Elana Arnold
Forever... Judy Bloom
INFANDOUS Elana K. Arnold

LAST NIGHT AT THE TELEGRAPH CLUB

Malinda Lo

Red Hood

Elana Arnold

The Haters

Jesse Andrews

THE INFINITE MOMENT OF US

Lauren Myracle

THE NOWHERE GIRLS

Amy Reed

This Book Is Gay

Juno Dawson

E I N T N I I O O O O N I N I~ IO N % T I T T B O

Tilt

Ellen Hopkins

4 WHAT GIRLS ARE MADE OF Elena K. Arnold

4 A Court of Thorns and Roses Sarah J. Maas

4 A Court of Frost and Starlight Sarah J. Maas

4 A Court of Wings and Ruin Sarah J. Maas

4 Empire of Storms Sarah J. Maas

4 House of Earth and Blood Sarah J. Maas

4 The Kite Runner Khaled Hosseini
4 Milk and Honey Rupi Kaur

4 Jesus Land: A Memoir Julia Scheeres

4 People Kill People Ellen Hopkins

4 Beautiful Amy Reed

4 Living Dead Girl Elizabeth Scott

4 The Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky
4 All Boys Aren't Blue George M. Johnson
4 House of Sky and Breath Sarah J. Maas

4 Slaughterhouse-Five Kurt Vonnegut

4 Normal People Sally Rooney

4 The V-Word Amber Keyser




BookLooks.org [BookLook.Infol

LOLITA

VLAD

Adult

THE KITE RUNNER

Summary of Concerns: Summary of Concerns:

This book contains sexual activities

This book contains sexual assault of a

involving pedophilia; sexual nudity; and minor; prostitution involving minors and
mild profanity - adults; and mild/infrequent profanity.

“omart Mounting -

T
KHALED HOSSEINI

Adult

By Vladimir Nabokov

ISBN: 9780307744029

You are about to access material that may contain content of an
ADULT nature. These files may include pictures and materials
that some viewers may find offensive. If you are under the age
of 18, or if such materlal offends you or If i Is egal for you to
View these material, please exit now.

By Khaled Hosseini
ISBN: 9781101217238

Yo 0 ahut 0 sccessmatai that may conan conent of a0 Not For Minors
ADULT nature. These files may include pictures and materials BookLooks Review Rating
BookLooks Review Rating S e s et B e o s g
- of 15, or if such material offends you or I 1 i iegal for you to /
/5 o Ve P ook




In Michigan: Mary in the Library

Mary in the Library-an offshoot of LaVerna in
the Library, a creation by Utah Parents
United, a group modeled in the spirit of No
Left Turn in Education.

Utilize and develop RatedBooks.org, similar
to and aligned with BookLooks.org.

Track and report on where books deemed
“inappropriate” are located in schools
statewide and help trigger challenges in
those institutions.




Tandr Irish
Admin Group expert - September 25 at 8:40AM - @

Grand Haven School District, Michigan.
Mary Jane Evink, curriculum director of Grand Haven Schools: "4 pages of the book had
content of teens being intimate and 2 pages had two college students being intimate." She
also said she was disgusted by the lactation scene. She states "yah, it was uncomfortable".
She goes on to say that "the writing was really good." Because the author is black makes the
content of the book good.

See more

Grand Haven Area | -gisqusting"
Public School
urriculum Directo
Mary Jane Evink

sins the importance of non-white authors

“the lactation™

Jane Evink

"J: il
at the Bone Woodson

is a black author”

“We like the book
for that reason”

ains the importance ofnon-white authors.

omment

Y Like Q comment ¢ Send

% Stephenie Jazdzyk Jacobson
Ugh....the writing in these books it NOT good. Simple sentences, filled with
profanity. Very few challenging, new words - unless they are related to sexual
activities andfor drug use.

2w Like Reply

Q Write a comment,

In Michigan: Mary in the Library

Tandr Irish
Admin - December 12 at 9:41 AM - ©

Me and My Dysphoria Monster by Laura Kate Dale

Found in Michigan Elementary School Libraries and possibly the classrooms.
Rated 1/5 (Child Guidance)

Book Rating Review: https://tinyurl.corr y

ME & MY DYSPHORIA
MONSTER

Book summary:

1ot M
DYEhba

Summary of Concerns

By Laura Kate Dale
ISBN:97.1.8399.7093.1

O 2 comments

dY Like Q) comment ¢/ send

@ Tandr Irish Author Admin

Attwood Elementary, Lansing, Ml
Dwight Rich School of the Arts elementary School, Lansing MI
Lewton Elementary, Lansing, MI... See more

T —
2w Like Reply

LE4  Carrie Sparks

You know what blows my mind? Our school is a hotspot right now because many

parents are LIVID about impending transgender bathrooms. | am sitting going,

"Seriously. Have you seen what's in your LIBRARY, for the love of God???" None

of these people HAVE A CLUE!!!!

2w Like Reply




In Michigan: Mary in the Library

& Mary Book Brochure

Pico -Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District No. 26 v. Pico.
This case it is what some schools lawyers use to keep the books in the schools, it is
worth a read. The case ended in a plurality opinion which does not make it binding or
precedence

Organizations Revealing Ir iate Library Books - Google My Maps-This map identifies
parent organizations for informational purposes only. A listing does not necessarily imply affiliation
or agreement. Want to add your organization? Fill out this form: https://tinyurl.com/mrtm2dj4

How to search for Ml books

iny Di r | Foll hool Pi foll This site is what
most schools use but not all for search for books

Website for Michigan Michigan School Library Book Transparenc | Rated Books

Michigan School Map locations of books Rated 5/5 Books Rated 5/5 (Worst-Adults Only) Mary
in the Library Michigan

Michigan School Map Locations of books Rated 4/5 Books Rated 4/5 (NC-17) Mary in the
Library Michigan

Michigan Book List & Michigan List In the book list there are sheets that include Books in MI
schools, Schools that books have been found with links, Good Reads options and any Articles
or Videos about the book issues.

A presentation on how to challenge books, which includes laws and resources
Challenging Books

The Rating System explained. & Book Rating Process
How to create a professional binder of the material in your schools
B Create a district school binder

Information about Michigan Electronic Library Sora, these allow easy access to inappropriate
books in schools Michigan Election Library

Specific Schools Where Available....

97 Books Rated 5/5 (Aberrant Content) Mary in the Library ...

# This map was made with Google My Maps. Create your own.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QwV-OXT4vo_8f1-EQcV6-jB5NgiP7eulqxF5EJodqxg/edit?fbclid=IwY2xjawF3UyhleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHewzLg1vH8KuPCGrqvR8lV98Dn8_afELLeBF5RSPZZclhABNWP_J4cN4hg_aem_TmPjaOAgNruVO4G38Ib6LA&tab=t.0
https://www.ratedbooks.org/michiganschool?fbclid=IwY2xjawF3UodleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHTopYDM4wgXjgakNz43RR3jY9_PT5sa-FFM_f_nMMgWA-3BV0bzotqWqyg_aem_h9XPYAnIYQj5p6uonEMing

RatedBooks.Org

teens. Additionally, the description of one girl's suicide and
the Nepalese mothers drinking the juice from the ink tree so
that they will cause themselves to miscarry babies that they
do not want to be born only to die later, yields difficult
classroom discussions. This is particularly true when the
teacher may not be aware of the personal beliefs or
opinions of the student's family on such topics. | would

RatedBooks gives Sold a rating of
5, “Aberrant Content, Adults Only.”

PATRICIA McCORMICK

o Publisher : Hyperion (April 1, 2008)
o Book Rating
Review: https:/tinyurl.com/bddxsp23

o Slick Sheet: https://tinyurl.com/269xw59n
Thoughts from Rated Books:
While the story provides an unflinching look at the crime of
sex trafficking in Nepal and India - a practice that should be
condemned and eradicated- the graphic nature if the
narrative is inappropriate for children, pre-teens, and teens
under the age of 18. The descriptions of the ongoing
rape/violation and physical abuse suffered by the girls is
emotionally disturbing and traumatic for many younger
teens. Additionally, the description of one gitl's suicide and
the Nepalese mothers drinking the juice from the ink tree so
that they will cause themselves to miscarry babies that they
do not want to be born only to die later, yields difficult
classroom discussions. This is particularly true when the
teacher may not be aware of the personal beliefs or
opinions of the student's family on such topics. | would
strongly recommend that teachers who select this book for
whole class guides reading activities first secure the
consent of the parents to have their child participate.
Encouraging parents to read the book with their child allow
them the opportunity to facilitate discussions of the content
in a way that they find developmentally appropriate.

Sold by Patricia McCormick

Book Summary -

The story of a girl from Nepal named Lakshmi,
who s sold into sexual slavery in India.

Summary of Concerns =
This contains explicit aberrant sexual activities

including rape of a minor; prostitution; and
explicit violence

y /4



Other Local Michigan Censor-Friendly Groups

Forest Hills for JUST Standup Michigan We The Parents Let Them Play, Inc.
Education & Michigan
Local Chapters

Standup Michigan Parents’ Rights in Turning Point USA FEC United Michigan
Education Michigan



/

Censorship Stories Across Michigan

e Lapeer District Library saw Gender
Queer under fire in March 2023
after a complaint from a county
prosecutor; title was retained .,
unanimously. 0 N

e Chippewa Valley Schools heard SCHOOLS SHOULD

months of complaints from a

well-coordinated group about . P ROTECT KI DS

“porn” in the school library s s
beginning in August 2022. District . NOT PORN =~

created opt-out forms but
complaints moved to county to
create more drama.

Help getp

e Ferndale Public Library hit by
“Hide the Pride” June 2023.



https://mla.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/IFToolkit/Example%20Challenge%20Response%20-%20Lapeer%20District%20Library.pdf
https://www.macombdaily.com/2023/03/01/parent-brings-debate-over-sexually-explicit-materials-to-clinton-twp/
https://www.macombdaily.com/2023/03/01/parent-brings-debate-over-sexually-explicit-materials-to-clinton-twp/

Censorship Stories Across Michigan

DeWitt Public Schools canceled an
optional class in 2024 about
pronoun use for first graders
because parents complained
about the reading choice called
They, She, He, Me: Free to Be!

Brandywine Schools got a
conservative majority board and
have been banning away—books
deemed to have “sexually explicit
content” were banned completely
for K-6 and required permission for
7-12. They planned at the end of
2023 to implement a ratings
system in the library.

e Forest Hills High School administration

pulled 6 books from shelves without
due process. This led to a lawsuit from
the ACLU. The same player causing
issues here has been causing issues in
Kent ISD and Lowell.

Michigan Parent Alliance for Safe 6 Follow D
= Schools

January 13, 2023 - @

Overview  Comments
I

“"Parental Rights" groups across the state and country, like “Let
Them Play” here in Michigan, have been sending parents to
school board meetings to read out loud sexual content from
books they want removed from the shelves. Many of the
ringleaders leading the charge, do not have children in the
school districts they are showing up in (or at all), and often read
books that are not even in the district library. At last nights
Milan Area Schools BoE meeting, Jayme McElvany of Let them
Play, read excerpts from the X Rated Publication Penthouse.
Under no circumstance are such books being read to children
by their teachers. Yet this person took it upon herself to read
actual pornography in front of several minors who were at the
meeting without their parents' knowledge or permission. The
books these individuals question are typically not part of any
cnmsivad vandinn and thana narants ALDEARY haiin tha vkt tn
See less

R —————


https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/education/2024/04/19/dewitt-pronoun-lesson-first-grade-backlash-lgbtq-conservatives/73381786007/
https://www.wvpe.org/wvpe-news/2023-07-07/debate-over-book-restrictions-continue-at-brandywine-schools-as-new-conservative-board-members-make-presence-felt
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2023/07/aclu-argues-west-michigan-school-district-censored-lgbtq-books.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1385215198681255

Censorship Stories Across Michigan

e Parents claimed a Coloma
Community School educator
passed out “porn” when sharing
Looking For Alaska. One parent
called the police.

e Portage Public Schools removed
Push from the school library after a
single complaint from someone
who had no kids in the district.

Let Them Play—a Michigan-based
“parental rights” group—has been
especially difficult toward Milan
School District, comparing library
books to Penthouse.



https://www.abc57.com/news/parents-call-young-adult-novel-gifted-to-students-pornographic
https://www.abc57.com/news/parents-call-young-adult-novel-gifted-to-students-pornographic
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2023/01/book-removed-from-portage-public-schools-after-parent-complaint.html
https://michiganadvance.com/2023/01/19/violent-threats-directed-at-milan-school-board-right-wing-activist-reads-porn-during-meeting/
https://michiganadvance.com/2023/01/19/violent-threats-directed-at-milan-school-board-right-wing-activist-reads-porn-during-meeting/

/

e March 2024: Target of mass disinformation
campaign started by the local Salvation Army
and church; demand relocation of 14 LGBTQ+
and puberty/sex ed books

Alpena Public Library

e Library was up for millage renewal; millage
makes up 3/4 of the library’s budget.

e Library director and board of directors followed
their process with help from the state library and
an attorney.

While the Mayor agreed with the decision,
the County Commissioners didn’t. They
moved to fire the entire Board if the books
were not moved.

The director resigned days after the
County Commissioner’s threat.

At this point, an anti-millage campaign
amps up across the county.


https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/03/pastors-others-circulate-petition-for-age-appropriate-standards-at-alpena-county-library/
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/03/pastors-others-circulate-petition-for-age-appropriate-standards-at-alpena-county-library/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-county-moves-fire-library-officials-over-sexually-themed-youth-books
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-county-moves-fire-library-officials-over-sexually-themed-youth-books
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/07/library-director-resigns/

Alpena Public Library

is is over 14 books in a library with a 2023-2024 print
collection of 54,000. That's .003% of the collection.

"‘ Todd Smalenberg for State Representative is in Alpena, MI.
¥~ June30-Q

Alpena library is derelict in their duties of protecting our children, pornography of any type
does not belong in children or teenage sections. If the commissioners will not fix this then the
people can, vote no on the millage. Parents if you child checks out pornography notify the
Sherriffs office that an adult allowed them access to pornography, that is a crime. Until people
start getting arrested for pushing pornography on our children they will continue with their
abhorrent actions. Pornography has no place in our libraries. Facebook will not allow the
images on this site, that should tell you all you need to know. Anyone lying about book banning
is part of the problem! Truly disgusting and even more so for anyone to defend it!

A public organization is funded by ALL the people and is inherently
owned by ALL the people.

The result is that a public library exists to serve ALL THE PEOPLE.

Serving ALL the people suggests respecting and accommodating many
different beliefs, faiths, backgrounds, goals, etc. A thoughtful and
respectful management understands that there is always a way to
meet such a requirement.

When ONE group of people demands and imposes their particular
belief, faith, background, or goal on ALL the people it calls for action by
ALL the people to rebalance such a particular unfair action.

In this case ONE group chooses to and does place what is clearly adult
(assumed to be 18 years of age or older) literature in the “children’s
section” of a library that is owned by and exists to serve ALL the people.
This is simply unfair to ALL the people who choose to raise their
children with respect for God’s beautiful simple creation of a man and
awoman.

Our County Government has chosen not to correct the unbalanced
actions of this ONE group. Consequently, ALL the people must choose
to cease funding such an organization until it again respects ALL the
people.

Paid for by: NE Mi League of Conservative Education


https://www.facebook.com/story.php/?story_fbid=348822198245670&id=100093536776192&_rdr

Alpena Public Library - \ /
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. DO WE WANT GROOMERSTOWORK IN LIBRARIES? PrE

e August 2024: Alpena Public Library wins its Y e doeﬁnt,we%lldxetnchpl;lscxualabuse Jf Ned the Neighbor at

a sex crime rarian does 1 pL

. . . . . . e hild sexual abuse? :
millage—just two weeks after promising to fire its ka Jéﬂn“&ady‘.{fﬁ“‘q“:cy iwf%mga Librarianto | 1

b d and starting th he he worllulr)lg as a}%md p
€ was a liprarian w

Oare At STAITNG TE PIocess. gso%eg%'lure g\gﬁls victims? see the problem now? 2
Groomi trap children to encourage
them tt;nen g the act? Ienct;ge “:n crsgnd a prosecutors desire d
not to bnngc ﬁme racy, ut once facilitationto | t
commntacnmea%mstacﬁl 'm&m ould ch an cthenecdto t
charge formula. It seems 10 me we have reached the level of
facilitation even if we can t ow mlel'lhto exploit a child for sexually
immoral purposes, €s| tes in_question don’t
appear to even oo many sex abusers fall throuﬁh the
cracks becausc \:qultl)n t igcm ear’ goﬂou gh and because they go

er and

unpunished, their acts er gm they keep creating
vw%ms because they feel they can get away with

e One week later, the Alpena Public Library
announces moving away from Dewey to a new
browsing style cataloging system. The books in
question would remain where they are but with
new labels for easy identification.

e QOctober 1: The interim director stepped down

[ tlgimk Jessnﬁg Ll;;’hgog gcfusal to worl; }g‘:h cﬁmd entsozrxgd /ihrt
yuodlIc 1S a s 4
from the role due.to hOV\{ the nonstop name osewhoseeﬁpwd, dﬁmwmms gn mﬁg&:
calling and rhetoric has impacted her health. may cry and wail whata

a
have done 10 chlld Ru?’

stuff )
| thetr p?m tit? ht
igvxif)c\l]ﬁs)e defendm thos?:ﬁmlll - the IDH;C

they
on kids. Pro, tort o those went a httlc
beyond mergre %s(;;/n&lsnma u'tethat ] f f what
they are defending mvo w;;da | in and
of itself, It’ swronga if 1t
Todd Powley of Posal, ﬂ for this ad
ﬁ

October 8: County Commissioners cancel plans

to can Board because of the new labeling
system.



https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/08/alpena-county-library-addresses-concerns-with-new-organization-system/
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/10/alpena-county-library-interim-director-steps-down-relinquishes-role/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-backs-away-firing-library-board-after-sex-themed-books-are-moved

Authoritarianism &
Paternalism

Contemporary book censorship pushes those
Puritanical values even further.

o




QENNY, SpookyESQ
@AKBrews

These are the new laws to enter a library in Idaho.

Pursuant to
|daho Code §18-1514
That become effective July 1,2024.
To proceed beyond this point you must:
Be 18 years of age or older.
(if you are under 30 please be prepared to show Photo ID)
Or
Have an unrestricted library card.
(Please have your card ready t0 be scanned)

Or

Be accompanied by your parent or |
who must sign an affidavit every time you

egal guardian
come to the library.

7:24 PM - Jul 1, 2024 - 2.9M Views
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What's Next?:
The Future of
Book Censorshi




/ Elsewhere in the Midwest

Wisconsin lowa Indiana
Second highest number of “Don’t Say Gay” bill led to A A4 eioes remmevel e
book bans in 2023. over 3000 book bans. obscene” books in
schools.
Missouri Kentucky Ohio
Consistently ranks in top for SB 5 book banning bill in INT@ELIENEm Elf SEvElt]
book bans. schools; continued anti-library, pro-book
introduction of anti-library ban bills

bills since 2021.




Book Ban Bills in 2024

Idaho

HB 710 allows parents to file complaints
about books they deem “inappropriate”;
books must be relocated or removed
w/in 60 days or the library can be sued.

Alabama

State funding tied to removal of books
deemed “inappropriate” in public
libraries.

Utah

One provision in law is that books

banned in 3 districts in state would need
to be pulled from all. Thirteen books are
on a state-sponsored ban list.

South Carolina

State may remove any books from
schools for “sexual references”; state
education board can make unilateral
decisions on books in schools. Public
libraries are also under additional
scrutiny.


https://bookriot.com/donnelly-public-library-adults-only/
https://bookriot.com/utah-book-ban/

Book Ban Bills in 2024

STATEMENT FROM LIBRARY BOARD CHAIR ON BEHALF OF
THE YORK COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES - OCTOBER 11, 2024

On behalf of the York County Library (YCL) Board of Trustees, we wish to
inform the public of an important decision made by the YCL board at its
October 10, 2024, meeting. The board voted to place a moratorium on
purchasing any materials for minors (17 and under) until further clarification
and guidance is received from the state regarding Proviso 27.1 and until the
Attorney General makes a ruling providing libraries with guidance for
collection development.

The motion passed with a 4-3 vote. Those in favor were Dennis Getter, Carol
Herring, Susan Piening, and Tim Steele. Those opposed were Wendi Michael,
Charles Robinson, and Anne Witte.

This moratorium is in effect immediately and will be in place indefinitely as
we work to ensure we are in full compliance with any new regulations or
requirements or until the board chooses to dissolve the moratorium.

The motion and resulting action refer to information in a memorandum
issued by the State Library to SC library directors regarding State Aid which
reads: “The State Library is in the process of requesting an attorney general’s
opinion on the matter related to authority of collection development in
public libraries.”

The memorandum also outlines the requirements the State Library
determined for compliance with Proviso 27.1 to receive State Aid. York
County Library meets all the requirements, and the YCL board signed the
Certification Form in June of 2024.

Please know that we understand the impact these changes will have, and we
are committed to working diligently to find solutions that address the needs
of our community while meeting the requirements set forth by our state
legislature.

In Service,
Dr. Anne Royal Witte on behalf of the York County Library Board of Trustees

QENNY, SpookyESQ
@AKBrews

These are the new laws to enter a library in Idaho.

Pursuant to
Idaho Code §18-1514
That become effective July 1,2024.
To proceed beyond this point you must:
Be 18 years of age or older.
(if you are under 30 please be prepared to show Photo ID)
Or

i i d.
Have an unrestricted library car
(Please have your card ready to be scanned)

Or

Be accompanied by your p
who must sign an affidavit every

arent or legal guardian
time you come to the library.

7:24 PM - Jul 1, 2024 - 2.9M Views i
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Criminalize Librarians

States tried to remove provisions exempting
libraries from obscenity law exceptions. Some
also tried to make it possible to sue library
workers over books deemed “inappropriate.”

Among the states: Alabama, Arizona, Georgia,
lowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana,
Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, Wyoming.

State Bills Attempted To

Ban The ALA

One way to destroy a profession is to
delegitimize its professional
association. Several states and
municipalities have tried-and in some
cases, succeeded.

Among the states: Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, several counties in Florida,
Texas, Montana, and more.



/ What's Next?

e Wholesale Thematic Bans: Libraries—school and public—will ban and/or label books
falling within a certain theme, such as “trans” or “gender fluidity.”

e Book Fairs: We've seen arise in censorship of book fairs, including the creation of
“alternatives” to Scholastic, like SkyTree.

e Higher Education: This has already been happening, but it will escalate in pushes
against higher education. Community colleges especially vulnerable.

e Dissolutions by Boards Themselves: They might not be able to ban books in some
places but they can make buying materials + hosting programs impossible. See: St.
Charles Public Library in Missouri.

e Events From Outside Groups Intended to Create a Scene: For the last two summers,
Kirk Cameron and right-wing publisher Brave Books hosted “See You at the Library.” It's
‘ now annual. While public libraries welcome groups in to use their rooms, this is blatant
propaganda + advertising.



What's Next?

e Targeting Book Displays and Programming:
Book bans will continue to increase, but targets in
public libraries will grow toward programming and
toward book displays.

e Movement Between Institutions: \What happens
at the schools will happen at the public library and
vice versa.

e More Groups and “Resources” About Books:
Moms For Liberty & BookLooks, as well as
LaVerna/Mary in the Library & RatedBooks are
templates, not conclusions.

States like Alabama have several anti-library, anti-book
laws already pre-filed for the next legislative session.



https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2024/sep/27/flathead-county-library-staff-member-celebrates-banned-books-week-on-own-accord/

New “Solutions” To The
Manufactured Crisis
SkyTree Book Fairs

e An “alternative” to Scholastic Book
Fairs

e Mostly Brave Books titles

e Pushed by Kirk Cameron and other
far-right celebrities

e Claimingto be in 150 schools this
fall

e Have played a role in getting books
banned in Texas through omission
and deceit



https://bookriot.com/skytree-book-fairs/

New “Solutions” To The
Manufactured Crisis
BookmarkED/OnShelf App

e Developed by an educational technologist
who also testified in support of Texas's
school book ban bill

e App scans material in a library collection
and identifies books that have been
challenged or banned

e Zero transparency on where this data
comes from and overrides professional
expertise of library workers

e In several Texas districts but expanding
nationwide

RAP ATAP TAP  Rap a Tap Tap: Here's Bojangles - Think of That!
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https://bookriot.com/bookmarked-onshelf-book-banning-app/

The Mental Health Reality

Overlooking mental health and trauma in
libraries means creating a toxic work
environment, translating to a toxic space for
community users

A lack of support leads to burnout and the
loss of vital voices in the community

A field seeking to be more representative of More: a t90|kit to
the diversity of our world loses those staff understanding and

: mitigating trauma In
members and perspectives.

the library



http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/

An emotional response to events outside of a “normal”
experience.




Trauma Physically:

= Brain + Autonomic

Your body recognizes a Nervous System begin

threat, so: .
producing hormones
= A natural response kicks = Your body prepares to
in address the threat

= Fight-Flight-Freeze

Some people have much
more active trauma
responses due to experience

"



The Library Trauma Cycle

Outside
Stressor

-

Library
Trauma
Cycle

Professional
Community
Response

Internalization

Library Trauma Cycle Model


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zlMKm27U8jaHdC3D_WBTaP_1HwIfordC/view

Potential for Trauma in Public Libraries

Experiencing Book Banning and Material Challenges

Jieun Yeon & Leah Therese Dudak
School of Information Studies
Syracuse University

What do we mean by “censorship”?

Banning Restricting Antici pation

Library staff
experiences expect
more challenges and
lives with anxiety

Relocating Avoiding

Then what is “trauma”?

Updated from Dudak, Comito, and Zabriskie 2022

Outside Stressor

Censorship attempts
and/or attacks

Library

Trauma Cycle

in

Book Challenges

Library
Context

Professional/

Internalization Context ;
” . : ) , _ Community
When something happens to the body that is Library staff internalizes
too fast, or too soon, it overwhelms the body trauma Response
and can create trauma” (Menakem 2017, 7). Lack of support from
library administration,
local/state governments,
@ local community, etc...
Fight Freeze Flight How can we break Library Trauma Cycle?
{7 N\ o . . N . " P
Overwhelming incidents at public libraries Lesson anticipatory anxiety by establl;hlng clear reconsideration policies
trauma to library staff . Qreate a common space to share anxiety and ;upport each othe( )
ca!"se g « Library administrators acknowledge the potential trauma and anxiety of library staff
(e.g., violent behaviors, threats...and - Build a community connection, especially with the population under attack
L censorship attempts!) (LGBTQIA2S+, people of color)

Menakem, R 2017. My grandmother s hands: Ractalized trauma and the pathway t0 mending our hearts and bodies. Central Recovery Press

Dudak L. T, L Comito, and C. Zabriskic. 2022. “You can’t slf-carc your way out of a broken system™: The 2022 Urban Librarics Trauma Forum. Public Library Quarterly 42(6): 650-664. doi 10 |050/01616846 2022 2145826



https://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
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The Good News
In This Moment



https://richmond.com/opinion/column/hanover-hypocrisy-book-censorship-girl-scout/article_ca2c06be-fde7-11ee-8aea-939bb71a3f14.html

/ Anti-Book Ban Bills Passed, Too!

Colorado

Public records on books
banned and challenged;
names of challengers
public

California

School boards barred from
banning books or initiating
removals; public libraries
must commit to not banning
books

New Jersey + Massachusetts bills still in play

Maryland

Requires robust
collection management
policies.

Washington

School boards cannot
initiate or create policies
that encourage book
banning.

Minnesota

Requires reporting
challenges and bans to
state education
authority for record.

Vermont

A well-rounded bill protecting
libraries, establishing librarians
as professionals. A result of
state-level work by librarians.


https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/

Several States
Considered
Anti-Book Ban Bills.

Connecticut, Delaware, Kansas,
Missouri, New Mexico, Oregon, and
Wisconsin.

Virginia's governor vetoed a bill that
passed in both chambers.



https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/
https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/
https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/

Active Lawsuits

Settlement in Nassau

Nassau School Board (FL) sued over
removal of 36 books by Peter Parnell and
Justin Richardson; settled out of court with
board admission of wrongdoing.

Crawford County, Arkansas

Patrons sued the library over relocation of
130-some books. They won the lawsuit and

the library must return the books to their
appropriate shelves.

Texas READER Act

State-wide book ban law is still in the courts.
As of April, parts of the law are effective but
others are not.

+ Many More

There are close to, if not more than, a dozen
current lawsuits challenging state laws and
local-level book bans and censorship.


https://bookriot.com/nassau-county-book-ban-lawsuit-settlement/
https://www.texaspolicyresearch.com/ongoing-battle-for-the-reader-act/
https://www.ualrpublicradio.org/local-regional-news/2024-10-01/patrons-win-in-crawford-county-libraries-lawsuit
https://bookriot.com/book-ban-lawsuits/

On The Ground Action

Pro-library, anti-book ban groups are
proliferating on the ground

Parents, non-parents, library
advocates, and
even-especially!-young people are
showing up in support of their
libraries.

Libraries are mobilizing their power
users with reminders to vote, to show
up to board meetings, and to become
part of the library’s board.



https://bookriot.com/why-teens-across-the-country-are-acquiring-brooklyn-public-librarys-free-digital-cards/
https://bookriot.com/annabelle-jenkins-west-ada-graduation/
https://bookriot.com/central-york-high-schoolers-protest-book-bans/

Book Bans Are Not Popular

75% 85%
of voting-age adults
oppose book bans of parents are satisfied
(EveryLibrary, 2022) with the work

librarians do

90%
87% under 1%
of parents feel
of voting-age adults of parents/guardians comfortable allowing
oppose book bans choose to restrict their child to select their
(CBS News, 2022) access to books when own material from the

given the choice library



Book Bans Are Not Popular

82% Top 5

of parents trust librarians

to recommend age and
content appropriate books
and materials

Public & school
librarians are among the
top 5 most trusted
professions

80-92%

of parents trust
librarians to select
appropriate materials for
the school or public
library



Book bans offer something librarianship has not
put enough time or consideration into: how to
adequately care for, support, and accommodate

the mental health and safety needs of its most
valuable asset: its people.




Thank You!

Slide Deck: https://tinyurl.com/MLA24-Keynote



https://tinyurl.com/MLA24-Keynote

Contact Information

Follow My Work

e Literary Activism

e Well Sourced Substack

Be In Touch
e Email: kelly@riotnewmedia.com
e Twitter: @veronikellymars

e Website: kellybjensen.com

Books Unbanned. i

e
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I'm working with Brooklyn Public Library on a free program to help
teens learn to be anti-censorship advocates. Want more info?
Send me an email and I'll add you to the mailing list from BPL!


https://bookriot.com/category/literary-activism/
https://wellsourced.substack.com/

