
Blurb on Banned Books Week  

We are celebrating the Freedom to Read this week. Books Unite Us, the 
theme this year is a perfect way to think about this week.  Books are a 
wonderful way for people of different mindsets to come together to 
discuss difficult topics. We don’t have to agree on philosophies of life, 
but we can discuss those philosophies as they pertain in a book – it 
takes the personal out of the discussion. We don’t have to agree on 
everything, we just hope we can respect all and have civil discussions. 

 

The first amendment is very clear that all people have the right to read 
and listen to what they want. Public libraries are bound by that 
principle.  

 

Banned Books Week was launched in 1982, in response to the sudden 
surge in the number of challenges to books in schools, bookstores, and 
libraries. It highlights the value of free and open access to information 
and brings together people from the entire book community in shared 
support of the freedom to seek and express ideas.  

 

Petoskey District Library, 2022 



Guidelines   for   Dialogue   
  

We   are   living   in   complicated   social,   technological,   economic,   and   political   times.   These   tensions   and   
concerns   necessarily   impact   how   our   work,   professional   identity,   service   mindset,   and   professional   
conversations   unfold.   These   guidelines   are   designed   to   help   us   engage   with   di�cult   content   in   a   
way   that   is   respectful   of   all.   

  
Contribute   to   an   environment   of   confidentiality   and   trust.     
We   are   here   for   open,   honest   exchange.   Thank   you   for   protecting   the   privacy   of   other   participants.   

  
Recognize   that   our   primary   commitment   is   to   positively   impact   our   communities   by   learning   
from   one   another.     
We   listen   to   each   other   and   do   not   talk   at   each   other.   

  
Do   not   demean,   devalue,   or   “put   down”   people   for   their   experiences,   lack   of   experiences,   or   
di�erence   in   interpretation   of   these   experiences.     
We   acknowledge   our   diverse   backgrounds,   skills,   interests,   values,   patron   populations,   budgets,   
facilities,   and   sta�   size.   We   know   that   today’s   topic   is   complex   and   impacted   by   longstanding   
conscious   and   unconscious   beliefs.   We   will   #AssumeGoodwill   that   people   are   at   di�erent   stages   of   
their   journey   but   that   we   share   a   passion   for   doing   better   for   our   communities.     

  
Trust   that   people   are   doing   the   best   they   can   with   the   prior   experience   they   have.     
We   will   try   not   to   “freeze   people   in   time”   but   leave   space   for   everyone   to   learn   and   change   through   
our   interactions   with   one   another.   

  
Challenge   the   idea   and   not   the   person.     
If   we   wish   to   challenge   something   that   has   been   said,   we   will   challenge   the   idea,   not   the   individual.   

  
Speak   your   discomfort.     
If   something   is   bothering   us,   we   speak   up.    If   someone   says   we   have   said   something   hurtful,   we   1)   
validate   that   we   have   heard   them;   2)   apologize;   3)   make   it   better.   We   remember   that   something   
need   not   be   intentionally   harmful   to   be   hurtful.   Intent   can   be   distinct   from   impact.   

  
Self-monitor   for   when   to   step   up   or   step   back.     
We   are   active   contributors   yet   mindful   of   taking   up   much   more   space   than   others.   

  
Stay   connected   to   others’   ideas.     
We   make   sense   of   ideas   by   connecting   them   to   our   own   experiences.   When   doing   so,   we   are   
careful   to   reconnect   our   personal   experiences   back   to   the   larger   conversation   at   hand.   

  
Treat   ourselves   gently.   
We   recognize   our   whole   selves   and   give   ourselves   permission   to   turn   o�   our   cameras,   step   away   
when   needed,   and   attend   to   urgent   business.   

  
Avoid   unrelated   shop   talk.   
We   set   aside   this   time   together   to   focus   on   deep   thinking   and   big   picture   work.   

  
  (adapted   from   the   University   of   Michigan   Program   on   Intergroup   Relations,   or   IGR)   

































Peter White Public Library 
Intellectual Freedom and You 
 

What is intellectual freedom? 
Intellectual freedom is the right of every person to seek 

and receive information without restrictions. The First 

Amendment protects the fundamental freedoms of 

speech, religion, press, assembly, and petition, ensuring 

individuals' right to express themselves and gather 

peacefully without government interference. Intellectual 

freedom is a part of the protections offered by the First 

Amendment. All people have the right to intellectual 

freedom including children and teenagers.  
 

What is censorship? 
Censorship is the act of suppressing or restricting 

information, ideas, or artistic expression by an authority 

or governing body. It involves the control of content 

deemed objectionable, offensive, or controversial often 

with the intention of shaping public opinion or protecting 

societal norms.  
 

What is a material challenge? 
A material challenge is when a person or group formally 

requests that an item (book, movie, art, etc) in the 

library’s collection be removed or restricted.  
 

Is a material challenge the same as a ban? 
While these terms are often used interchangeably, they 

are not the same. The term ‘banned’ indicates that the 

material has indeed been removed from the collection or 

its usage has been limited in some way.  
 

What is obscenity? 

The term "obscenity" is frequently misused in material 

challenges as a justification for the removal of an item. 

Obscenity is a specific category of unprotected speech 

with a narrow and well-defined legal definition. The 

Supreme Court ruling in Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 

(1973), provides guidance on the topic of obscenity. It is 

important to note that very few items have been legally 

classified as obscene. Often, challengers use the term 

"obscene" when they actually mean "offensive" or wish 

to convey their discomfort with the material. 

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/413/15/  

 

What about sexual content?  
Every person has the right to moderate their own 

exposure to sexual content in library materials. Parents 

and guardians have the right to guide and monitor their 

child’s library material use based on their own 

preferences. However, they do not have the right to 

impose restrictions on what others can access in public 

libraries.  
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How are books selected for the library’s collection? 
Many public libraries work with limited budgets and shelf 

space. Our professional librarians, using the PWPL 

Material Selection Policy as a guide, make decisions 

about what to purchase. They take patron requests and 

attempt to purchase items offering a wide range of 

perspectives and topics. PWPL librarians also utilize 

industry journals to help select the materials added to 

the collection.   

 

What is a Request for Reconsideration of library 

materials? 
This established protocol enables the public to formally 

challenge the inclusion of specific materials in the 

library’s collection. A discussion about specific materials 

with library staff is not an official Request for 

Reconsideration. 

 

What is the process for filing a Request for 

Reconsideration and how long does the process take? 

This process begins when a completed Request for 

Reconsideration form is filed with the Library. The full 

process and timeline can be found in our INFO – 1 
Material Selection and Intellectual Freedom Policy which 

is available on our website (see policy URL below).  

 

How can I find out what is on the PWPL Board of 

Trustees agenda? 
Agenda, packets, draft minutes, and approved minutes 

are all available on the Board of Trustees page of our 

website. Subscribe to our email eNewsletters for 

monthly meeting notices.  

 

Our website offers a diverse range of useful 

information regarding library services and 

policies. Pages referred to in this document 

include:   

 
PWPL Policies: pwpl.info/policies/  

PWPL Board of Trustees:  pwpl.info/pwplboard/   

PWPL eNewsletters: pwpl.info/emailnews/  

 

Should you have specific concerns about the PWPL 

collection or intellectual freedom, please contact: 

 

Andrea Ingmire Bruce MacDonald 

Library Director Assistant Director/IT 

aing@pwpl.info bmac@pwpl.info 

906-226-4303 906-226-4307 
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