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Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Sustainable Libraries

✔Strong & Authentic Institutions

✔Catalyst for Social Cohesion in Communities 

✔Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✔Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)
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November 3-5, 1927 - Rain.  Catastrophic flooding statewide. 

Library flooded to 5.5 feet on the first floor.

Early Spring 1936 - Ice jam.  Flooding in downtown Montpelier.  Unknown if the Library 

flooded.

Early March, 1992 - Ice jam.  Catastrophic flooding in downtown Montpelier.  Library 

basement flooded to 6 feet.

August 26-27, 2011 - Hurricane Irene. Catastrophic flooding in parts of the state.  

Library did not flood.

July 9-11, 2023 - Rain.  Catastrophic flooding in parts of the state.  Library basement 

flooded to 7.5 feet









Building Resilience in the Library

● Moving essential systems above the flood line

● Using impermeable materials in the basement rebuild 

● Moveable stacks

● Updating flood procedures & building our knowledgebase

Building a Resilient Downtown Montpelier

● Ongoing conversations

● New code requirements; potential for homes to be bought out

● Businesses rebuilding as quickly as possible to open their doors.

Next steps



Climate Action Now

Identify Vulnerability Decarbonize the Library
climate mitigation

Climate Justice
climate adaptation

“Climate Action Now,” Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, Library Journal, 12.14.2021

• Drought/Heat Wave

• Flooding

• Hail

• Hurricane

• Tornado Outbreak

• Severe Weather

• Wildfire

• Winter Storm/Cold Wave
National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA

Decarbonize Library Infrastructure

by reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions:

• Energy Efficiency

• Switch to Renewable Energy

• Electric Vehicles

• Ethical Carbon Offsets

“Strengthen community resilience and 

livability:

• Advance Food Justice;

• Advocate for Transportation Equity;

• Uphold Civil and Human Rights in 

Emergency Management; and

• Facilitate Participatory Democracy.” 
NAACP

https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/Climate-Action-Now-Sustainability


Type of Climate Change How Would It Affect Me? How Would It Affect My 

Library?

More Rainstorms

Less Rainfall

Higher Daytime 

Temperatures

Lower Daytime 

Temperatures

More Snowstorms

Less Snowfall

Higher Wind speeds

Poor Air Quality



Temperatures 

in Michigan 

have risen 

almost 3°F 

since the 

beginning of 

the 20th 

century.

https://statesummaries.

ncics.org/chapter/mi/

https://statesummaries.ncics.org/chapter/mi/


Estimated % of adults who think global warming is happening
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Libraries 
as Sustainability Leaders









https://www.climatecrew.org/resilience_hubs







https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities







https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org

Free
• Newsletter
• Mobile App
• Resources
• Live Webinars

Become a Member
• Curated resources
• Access to On Demand Training
• Vendor List

Sustainable Library Certification 
Program
• Online Dashboard
• Step-By-Step Action Items
• Example policies, program ideas, and more
• Guidance from mentors
• Meetups and Networking Opportunities



Questions?

Jen Ferriss

jferriss@sals.edu

https://www.sspl.org/

Lisa Kropp

lkropp@lindenhurstlibrary.org

https://lindenhurstlibrary.org

mailto:jferriss@sals.edu
https://www.sspl.org/
mailto:lkropp@lindenhurstlibrary.org
https://lindenhurstlibrary.org


Resources

Sustainable Libraries Initiative: https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/

Vermont Flood Map: https://libraries.vermont.gov/2023Flood (last updated 8/29/23, lt)

Climate Action Now: https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/Climate-Action-Now-Sustainability

NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information State Climate Summaries (Michigan) 

https://statesummaries.ncics.org/chapter/mi/

Yale Program on Climate Change Communication https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/

The Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST) 

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5

Mapping Inequality: Redlining in New Deal America 

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=15/42.303/-85.605&mapview=graded&city=kalamazoo-

mi&area=D1

Every Job is a Climate Job by Jamie Alexander (video) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jamie_alexander_no_matter_where_we_work_every_job_is_a_climate_job_now?

utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
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